
A learning experience
in Deptford Creek

Connections

Suggestions for homework or classwork
activities further exploring the connections
between the curriculum and the local area

and natural environment

English English

History History

The Lost Words is a book of poetryby Robert McFarlane and JackieMorris. It uses a form of poetryknown as acrostic. You can readabout the book and see an exampleof the poetry here. Write a poem inthe acrostic style, using a wordlinked to Deptford Creek as yourinspiration. Think about the Creekitself and the history, geography andecology of the area.   

Write a persuasive letter to yourlocal MP explaining why DeptfordCreek is a place worth protecting.  You can include a personalanecdote about your visit toDeptford Creek to strengthen yourargument.

Write a timeline of theenvironmental health of the RiverThames. You can find lots ofinteresting information here. 

Explain how the arrival of theLondon & Greenwich Railwaychanged Deptford and south eastLondon forever 

https://www.jackiemorris.co.uk/book/the-lost-words/
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/pollution-river-thames-history
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Art Art

Geography Geography

Biology Biology

Take a look at art created by JamesBrunt. Exploring the colours found innature at this time of year, usenatural materials to create your ownartwork. Experiment with patternand shapes like the artist above. Takea picture of your finished work anddraw a sketch. Remember to leavethe natural materials outdoors sothat the artwork can continue to bepart of nature.  

Protecting the environment requiresactvism. Many activist movementsinclude artists, who help tocommunicate their messages. Someartists even identify ast ‘artivists’.Research artivism, consider how youcould communicate anenvironmental message through art.Create a sketch of an idea for a pieceof artivism. You can find out aboutartivism and see examples here. 

Research the life cycle of thecritically endangered Europeaneel. Create an informational posterdescribing the life cycle – thinkabout the different ways you canrepresent the information e.g.cycle, timeline, map etc. Includethreats to their survival, indicatingthe part of the life cycle eachthreat relates to.

Research the outbreaks of cholerain Victorian London. Explain howthe disease spread and how ourunderstanding of infectiousdiseases increased with the helpedof John Snow’s research. Researchthe recent occurrence of polio inthe river Thames. Explain howvaccines can help preventinfection from water-borne viruses. 

Construct a model or create adiagram of Deptford Creek usingonline maps – highlight naturalfeatures such as the river bed andmeanders, and also highlight andexplain human features such aswalls and bridges 

Name some engineeringstrategies that have been used toreduce the flood risk on DeptfordCreek, describe how they work andcompare advantages anddisadvantages of 2 of the
strategies.  

https://www.jamesbruntartist.co.uk/united-by-land/
https://www.artandobject.com/articles/artivism-making-difference-through-art
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Physics Chemistry

D&T PSHE

Deptford Power Station was thefirst large scale electricalgeneration station in the world,generation electricity at 10,000V. Itwas the inspiration for todaysnational grid. Using a diagram,explain how the national grid work,including descriptions of howenergy losses are minimised. 

Nowadays, our waste water istreated and the clean water isreturned to our waterways. Thesewage pumping station on thebanks of Deptford Creek sendssewage to Crossness SewageTreatment Works. Explain howpotable water is obtained fromfreshwater in the river Thames. 

There are 3 different types ofbridges across the river nearCreekside Discovery Centre.Choose 2 and compare the bridgestyles, explaining why each stylewas chosen. You may want toinclude a sketch of each bridge tosupport your explanation. 

Careers - To help protect theplanet all jobs must protect theenvironment. Watch this videoabout an environmental engineer.Why is important for engineers toprotect the environment? Wouldyou like to do this job? What otherjobs can help protect the
environment?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsLZhFUfBP4
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Teacher links

The Lost Words, including Otter poem -
https://www.jackiemorris.co.uk/book/the-lost-words/
History of pollution in the river Thames -
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/pollution-river-
thames-history 
How railways changed Britain -
https://www.christianwolmar.co.uk/2007/10/how-
railways-changed-britain/
James Brunt land art examples -
https://www.jamesbruntartist.co.uk/united-by-land/
Artivism -
https://www.artandobject.com/articles/artivism-
making-difference-through-art
Cholera in Victorian London -
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-
stories/medicine/cholera-victorian-london
A day in the life of an environmental engineer -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsLZhFUfBP4 

https://www.jackiemorris.co.uk/book/the-lost-words/
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/pollution-river-thames-history
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/pollution-river-thames-history
https://www.christianwolmar.co.uk/2007/10/how-railways-changed-britain/
https://www.jamesbruntartist.co.uk/united-by-land/
https://www.artandobject.com/articles/artivism-making-difference-through-art
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/cholera-victorian-london
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsLZhFUfBP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsLZhFUfBP4

